The prostate develops in the urogenital sinus (UGS) under the influence of androgens. Whilst free androgens can enter the cell to activate the androgen receptor and induce prostate development, approximately 98.5% of androgens in plasma are bound to binding proteins such as sex hormone binding globulin (SHBG).
The prostate develops in the urogenital sinus (UGS) under the influence of androgens. Whilst free androgens can enter the cell to activate the androgen receptor and induce prostate development, approximately 98.5% of androgens in plasma are bound to binding proteins such as sex hormone binding globulin (SHBG).
There is increasing evidence that an alternative pathway for androgens to enter target cells is physiologically significant. SHBG-bound steroids can bind to Megalin, which mediates internalization. The steroid cargo is released into cytoplasm where it can bind to and activate the androgen receptor. This internaliza- 
